
Gil Kelley - General Manager of Planning, Urban Design and Sustainability

City of Vancouver

453 West 12th Ave

Vancouver, BC V5Y 1V4

                                                                                                                                     April 26, 2019

Dear Gil Kelley,

The Mount Pleasant Heritage Group (MPHG) appreciates your recent comment in the Vancouver Courier 

(Thursday, March 14, 2019) acknowledging that the Broadway Plan area includes “a series of very distinct

neighbourhoods…”

We are writing to propose that the MPHG collaborate with the City to ‘embed heritage thinking’ into the 

Broadway Plan and City-wide Plan with the recognition of Mount Pleasant as a heritage area and through 

the creation of a heritage precinct at the Main/Broadway/Kingsway ‘Heart’. This would be in keeping 

with recognizing the value distinct neighbourhoods bring to Vancouver.

Background

On January 28th of 2019 the MPHG submitted a letter to City of Vancouver (COV) Mayor and Councillors

outlining Mount Pleasant’s distinct historic identity within the City and bringing to their attention the 

extent to which the neighbourhood’s treasured heritage assets contribute to its liveability and popularity. 

The letter referenced the City’s recognition of the neighbourhood’s character and heritage value in the 

2010 Mount Pleasant Community Plan (MPCP) and subsequent 2013 Implementation Package (IP) and 

requested the opportunity to work with the City to find ways to identify and conserve Mount Pleasant’s 

rich and diverse heritage. This letter is attached.

The MPHG was heartened by 7 of the 10 Councillors responding to our letter with invitations to meet to 

discuss ways to do this. Councillor Jean Swanson suggested that we contact you with our ideas and copy 

her. We are taking the liberty to copy all Councillors who met with us with the intent of fostering a 

cohesive direction forward.

Recognition of Mount Pleasant as a Heritage Area as Outlined in the MPCP and IP

The MPCP states “the neighbourhood warrants ongoing promotion as a heritage area of the city.” (p. 9) 

The IP notes “Heritage conservation is an important direction in the Mount Pleasant Community Plan and 

heritage is a citywide amenity that benefits all citizens.” (Section 5/Public Benefits Strategy p. 148)

The future subway stop at Main and Broadway will have an impact on both the tangible and intangible 

heritage of Mount Pleasant and most critically the ‘heart’ of the neighbourhood. The MPHG proposes to 

work with the City to understand this impact and create a heritage management plan to clearly define 

Mount Pleasant’s ‘living heritage’. The intent is to guide future development decisions in the area 

ensuring the neighbourhood retains its defining characteristics and diversity, which are such a key aspect 

of its vitality and so valued.
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Creation of a Heritage Precinct at the Main/Broadway/Kingsway ‘Heart’

In addition, the MPHG would also like to work with the City to secure a heritage precinct at the 

Main/Broadway/Kingsway ‘Heart’. This historic and well-loved shopping and gathering space was 

recognized in the IP as being “known for its wide variety of locally owned shops and restaurants, 

attracting shoppers and diners from across the city” (Section 4/Public Realm p. 58)

During the community planning workshops the idea of creating a Main Street and vicinity heritage district

came up often. The MPHG believes that creating a heritage precinct in this cultural heritage landscape 

would be in line with the City’s current Heritage Conservation Program review and Heritage Register 

upgrade, which we understand is looking to include not only built heritage but cultural and social heritage 

assets as well.

The document ‘Mount Pleasant Historic Context Statement’ by Donald Luxton & Associates, Inc. was 

presented by the City during the MPCP planning process. It clearly demonstrated the unique place Mount 

Pleasant’s history holds within the greater story of Vancouver. We envision as a first step in creating a 

heritage precinct at the Main/Broadway/Kingway ‘Heart’ the documenting of the tangible and intangible 

heritage of this area to be used as a reference in the upcoming planning processes. The intangible heritage 

of the ‘heart’ includes its village atmosphere and unique commercial identity as home to many cherished 

independent businesses and arts and performance spaces. A critical part of maintaining the vitality of this 

area is to determine a way these cherished independent local businesses can remain in the area despite 

rising rents.

Previous Public Engagement and Community Investment

With the City embarking on the City-wide Plan and the recent launch of the Broadway Plan, the MPHG 

asks the COV planning teams to recognize that the community invested hundreds of volunteer hours into 

both the MPCP and IP, which were intended to guide the development of Mount Pleasant over 30 years. 

During the community planning processes, the future subway station at Main and Broadway was 

anticipated and included in all planning considerations. Given the amount of social capital invested in the 

MPCP and IP and that the information collected from the community by the City during the planning 

process is still relevant and valuable, the MPHG requests that these documents be referred to as the new 

Broadway Plan and City-wide Plan are undertaken.

Creation of Density by the MPCP and IP

Increasing density around transit nodes was a key component of both the MPCP and IP and since their 

approval over 1700 units of housing have been built within 6 blocks of the proposed subway station at 

Main and Broadway. This number does not include gentle density increase like townhouses and 

fourplexes. Current residential construction along Main Street between 5th and 7th will add 268 more units 

to the subway stop area including the 145 affordable rental units at 7th (the City’s Vancouver Affordable 

Housing Agency development). Additionally, the Kingsgate Mall site was selected as one of three “Large 

Sites” in the MPCP along with the neighbouring Rize site where The Independent has recently been built.

The MPHG appreciates how important density around transit is. We hope the Broadway Plan and City-

wide Plan will recognize the current pace of change and added density approved under the MPCP and IP. 

Mount Pleasant is and has historically been one of the densest and human-scaled neighbourhoods in the 

City.
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Why Conserve the ‘Old Mount Pleasant Village/Heritage Heart’?

With all this density so close to the proposed heritage precinct the MPHG believes it is vital to conserve 

this ‘living heritage’ that is the core of the social and cultural fabric and liveability of this area. The City is

losing its unique shopping districts, high streets and local businesses which create a sense of place and 

neighbourhood cultures. The MPHG has heard from countless people - residents, local business owners, 

members of cultural and social groups and artists - about how important the ‘Old Mount Pleasant Village/

Heritage Heart’ is, not only locally, but citywide. The MPCP refers to retaining the existing scale and 

character of Main Street from 7th to 11th and the more affordable housing along it (p. 23) as well as 

preserving and enhancing the heritage ‘heart’ (triangle north of Broadway between Main Street and 

Kingsway) and surrounding area at current scale (p. 24). This was and remains the Community’s vision 

for Mount Pleasant.

We wish to again emphasize how important we believe Heritage Vancouver Society’s suggestion of 

working together to “embed heritage thinking into the forthcoming City-Wide Plan.” (March 12, 2019 

letter re HIP) is to the well-being of the City. Below please find details of a possible heritage area 

management plan outline, which Bill Yuen, Executive Director of Heritage Vancouver Society, has 

collaborated with us in putting together.

Thank you for your time and attention and we are keenly interested in discussing with you our proposal 

for working together to conserve and enhance the neighbourhood’s ‘living heritage’ and to support the 

future of Mount Pleasant as a highly liveable, unique, historic, human-scaled and transit-oriented 

community.

Sincerely,

The Mount Pleasant Heritage Group

contacts: Alyssa Myshok     604-657-7778     swerve@shaw.ca

               Danielle Peacock     604-877-1959    dlpqm@telus.net
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Outline for a Possible Mount Pleasant Heritage Area Management Plan

The creation of a Heritage Area Management Plan would clearly define Mount Pleasant’s ‘living heritage’ 

and what is valued in order to guide future development decisions in the area. With the intent of including 

cultural and social heritage assets as well as built heritage assets, Mount Pleasant would be treated as a 

Cultural Landscape.

What is a Cultural Landscape?

Based upon contemporary best practices, Cultural Landscapes expand upon the conventional 

understanding of heritage as the preservation of singular architecture. Rather than only focusing on the 

history and aesthetics of individual buildings, Cultural Landscapes are centred on people and the 

relationships they have with the wide range of tangible and intangible elements that make up the 

surrounding landscape. These may include nature, indigenous storytelling, mom and pop businesses, 

architectural aesthetics, well used public spaces, etc. This type of heritage is rooted in an experience of 

how we live in the present based on values we wish to continue on. Locally, Chinatown’s planning around 

“intangibles” is that of a Cultural Landscape. In Toronto, Kensington Market, has been undergoing 

planning work as a Cultural Landscape.

 

Why is defining Mount Pleasant’s Cultural Landscape important? 

Mount Pleasant has always had a strong community base and ‘funky, eclectic, independent vibe’. This 

vibe is what has made the neighbourhood so popular amongst locals and visitors to our city. To keep the 

diverse nature and appeal of the community both for residents and visitors now and in the future the 

Cultural Landscape must be identified and conserved.

Planning for Mount Pleasant as a Cultural Landscape

Cultural landscape planning typically involves a three-phased process once an area is identified:

1.  Research - compiling the history of Mount Pleasant and its relationship to current times, and

    delineation of the area’s boundaries.

2. Evaluation - defining the ways in which Mount Pleasant has significance relating to a range of values -

    historic, social, architectural, aesthetic, cultural, scientific, spiritual, economic and environmental – that

    are integral to the identity of and people’s experience with Mount Pleasant. The outcome is the creation

    of a Statement of Significance which describes the values and their traits that are definitive of Mount

    Pleasant’s character.

3.  Management - compilation of a set of management tools and maintenance practices that effectively

     manage the area, and conserve and enhance the values identified in the Statement of Significance. 

     This would be the heritage management plan.
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Next Step

A good part of the above work was carried out in the Mount Pleasant Historic Context Statement and 

Historical Themes documents prepared by Donald Luxton & Associates, Inc. in 2008 for the COV, 

although much of the focus on heritage in the MPCP and IP is on built form and historic connections 

which are largely commemorative.

                                                                                                                                                

Supplementary work would address residents’ and visitors’ current needs and usages in the context of how

Mount Pleasant has been shaped, including its ‘living heritage’. This would require some more research 

and evaluation to update our understanding of the values and their traits that require protection in order to 

arrive at a heritage management plan.

For example, Mount Pleasant’s quirky assortment of shops (the businesses themselves), the relative 

affordability connected to its working-class history, and older, small scale buildings are three of a number 

of key traits that in combination form a beloved contemporary culture (the “culture” in “cultural 

landscapes”) that makes Mount Pleasant distinct from any other place in the city.
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